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We have come this far by faith. As we celebrate 150 years of service and the
20™ anniversary of our pastor, we give all honor and glory to God. The Olive
Branch Baptist Church Family is blessed and grateful to God Almighty for
allowing us to reach this milestone. The anniversary steering committee
members appreciate the loyal and dedicated support of the church family and
friends from churches and communities near and far. It has been a labor of

love preparing events that are worthy of this occasion.

We salute all our ministries and all the work the church family has done

throughout the years. We thank our pastor, Dr. George W. Farmer, Jr., for

his leadership and guidance. We celebrate a rich history and the promise of a

brilliant future. As we remember the cherished deeds of the past, let us not

|l ose sight of the bDbrilliant vison for tomorr
beacon for the wanderer, a refuge for the tr

As we continue this Christian journey, we will move forward in faith.
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Rev. William Smith
Founding Pastor
1878 - 1918
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James Bridgett, Scott Hailstock,

Charles Moore, Rev. William Smith and
Robert Tolliver, dauntless men, just a few
years out of slavery, decided that they and
their posterity needed a place to worship.

Their dream became a reality with the

organization of the OLIVE BRANCH

BAPTIST CHURCH in September, 1869.

Their fortitude, foresight and their
unwavering faith have brought us to this

milestone.

So itis, that we dedicate this book to the
Glory of God and the sacred memory of our

founders and first pastor.
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Olive Branch Baptist Church d 150 Years

Olive Branch Church was organized in 1869 out of prayer meetings held from
house to house by a Council concerned with the spiritual welfare of the
community. At this time the congregation had no building in which to
worship, so they held services in the homes of James Bridgett, Joseph Moore
and Charles Moore. Later, these men were among the first deacons of the
church. After the membership began to grow, the church used the old log
schoolhouse, which was located partly on the property of Sister Martha
Gaskins and Brother Scott Hailstock. Later, Brother Hailstock, Brother Burke
and Brother John Grigsby agreed to buy an acre of land on which to build a
church. With the financial help of James Bridgett, Charles Moore, Robert
Tolliver, Scott Hailstock and William Gaskins, the first church was erected.

Reverend William N. Smith was called as the first pastor in April, 1878. Rev.
Smith baptized Susan Moore, the first candidate for baptism. Alice
Lansdowne followed by Hannah and Matilda Hailstock were also among the

first baptized members. Many of the older members came out of the white
Antioch Baptist Church having been members there during the time of
slavery. Rev. Smith served the church for forty years traveling by horseback
or horse and buggy. Under his administration, there were two churches built
and much aid was received from all citizens of the community, black and
white. On March 18, 1918, Rev. Smith was called to Justice.

Rev. L. D. Bruer had been one of the visitors in the early stage of the church
and after Rev. Smith's death as well. He was called as the new pastor on June
28, 1919. He immediately opened a great revival and many souls were added
to the membership. After five years of service, Rev. Bruer was called to
Justice in 1923.

In 1924, Rev. J. P. Nichols was called to pastor the church. Rev. Nichols was
an outstanding scholar. He served as pastor for nine years and resigned in
1933.



In 1933, Rev. Peter G. Berry was called as pastor of the church. As one of the
community's young men and the son of some of the first worshippers, it was
an honor to have him as pastor. During his administration, the church
purchased the rest of Scott Hailstock's land. It was felt that it should be

added to the church as a memorial to the ones who had worked so hard so we
could have our own church. Rev. Berry was an eloquent speaker and a real
community worker. He played a leading role in the building of our
community's school. An acre of land was purchased and added to the
cemetery and the church grounds were greatly improved. Rev. Berry,

knowing that his time was near because of failing health, often brought Rev.
John S. Thomas with him to preach. Rev. Berry was called to Justice on May
16, 1939.

A second time, we were honored to call as pastor, a son of our community,
Rev. John. S. Thomas, who was installed in 1940. He was the grandson of the
first clerk of the church, Ross Thomas. Rev. Thomas rendered good service
until his resignation in 1948

In 1950, Rev. Lawrence A. Jackson became our pastor. During his sixteen
years of leadership the church became more involved in other Baptist
organizations such as the Children's Home, two summer camps for youth,
and Virginia Union University. The church continued to grow spiritually as
many were baptized and others joined by Christian experience.

The D.C. Club, composed of former members who had moved away to

Washingt on, D.C. and vicinity, was organized
admi ni stration. The club®s focus was on the
spiritual and material needs, to which numerous contributions were made for

many years. Rev. Jackson accepted the call to pastor another church and

resigned in 1965.

In 1966, Olive Branch called Rev. Harold C. Hunter as its pastor. Members
were added through baptism and Christian experience in ever increasing
numbers. The church expanded services from two to four Sundays a month.
The congregation paid off its mortgage and became debt free. Rev. Hunter
resigned in January 1979.




In September 1979, Rev. George N. Hawkes was elected as pastor. Rev.
Hawkes reinstituted weekly Bible Study and Prayer Service. The church
continued to grow spiritually as new members were added through baptism
and Christian experience. Rev. Hawkes was called to Justice in July 1988.

Rev. Alonzo A. Ford was elected as pastor in April of 1989. The church
directed its focus toward Christian education and training. Emphasis was
placed on youth involvement in the church. Rev. Ford instituted The
Children's Moment (later known as Youth Ministry) as part of the regular
Sunday morning worship service. He also instituted the Survival Kit Training
Program for new members as the church continued to increase in
membership. Rev. Ford resigned in January 1991.

I n July, 1992, Rev. Hugh M. Johnson became
acclaim was preaching The Gospel. The membership increased as did the

Deaconess and Usher Boards. The Male Chorus was re -established and a
transportation committee was appointed. Rev. Johnson accepted the call to

pastor another church and resigned in January, 1998.

Since calling our present pastor, Dr. George W. Farmer, Jr. in March, 1999, the

church continues to witness strong spiritual growth and increased attendance

in Sunday School and weekly Bible Study classes. Dr. Farmer directs the

focus of the church toward Christian education and training with emphasis

on youth involvement. We have consolidated our financial growth as

manifested through our increased financial stewardship and tithing efforts.

We are engaged in more community outreach to assist the needy in and

outside the church community. We are embarking toward new horizons by

increasing support to our elderly and disabled members. The church

upgraded its technical facilities to include the development of a church

website, and a DVD recording ministry of the worship services. Olive Branch

continues to be active in the support of many organizations such as the

Baptist Children®s Home, Inc., the Lottt
the Northern Virginia Baptist Association and Sunday School Union and the
Women®s Division of the Baptist General
affiliations include serving on the Vice
Ministers Conference and as Treasurer of the Fauquier County and Vicinity

Mini sters® Coalition. He also facilitates
and small around the country.
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The church has elected a paid support staff to ensure that the administrative

duties are carried out efficiently. Recently, the church upgraded its technical

facilities to include the development of a church website, and a DVD

recording ministry of the worship services. Olive Branch continues to be

active in the support of many organizations
Home, Inc., The Lott Carey Foreign Mission Convention, The Northern

Virginia Baptist Association and Sunday Scho
Di vision of the Baptist General Convention.

Il nclude serving on the Vice President ®s Boar
Conference and as Treasurer of the Fauqui er
Coalition. He also teaches leadership seminars to churches large and small

around the country

During our pastors® tenures, numerous addit:
enhance the quality of our services and to improve the functioning of church
business.

Throughout its history, Olive Branch Baptist Church has been blessed with

devoted officers and members who have maintained a strong sense of

community and love for the church. We stand on the dedication and rich

heritage left by those before us. We pray for grace, strength and Divine guidance

to continue this great endeavor in fulfil
beacon for the wanderer, a refuge for the
who seek the Savior®s calll of salvation.

«Lord, thou hast been our dwell i ng pl acae

It has been said that somewhere in a far country there is a rock a mile high
and a mile wide. Once every thousand years a small bird comes by and sharpens
his beak on this rock. When the rock, as a result of this, has been hewn leve/
with the ground, one aay will be spent in eternity.

When we consider God and His eternity, 150 years is a split, most minute
measure of time. When we consider God, His timelessness and our mortality, we
have just begun. We remain determined to move forward with great zeal to seek
and save the lost, fulfilling the Great Commission as dictated by our convictions.
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Deacons

Left to Right: Deacon Board Chairman - Charles Thomas, Jeffery Wallace and Samuel Thomas

Deaconesses

Left to Right: Laura Lansdowne, Patricia Wallace, Claudia Banks and Mary Malone

(not pictured & First Lady Loretta Farmer)




Trustees

Charles Thomas Esther Washington Samuel Edwards

Ushers

Left to Right: Gordon Lansdowne, Marilyn Huff, Samuel Edwards > Gertie Edwards




Senior Choir

Men®s Choi
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Church Clerk Finance Ministry

Sandra Campbell Sis. Paula Fields

Bro. Trevor Duffin

Never Idle Club Ministry




Pastoral Greetings

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS
WHAT IS NEXT?

As we at Olive Branch Baptist Church celebrate 150 years of
service to our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, we not only look
back and savor the accomplishments we have made in our past,
but we also look forward to determine what is next on our
agenda. This is a critical issue, because our vision for the last
twenty years has been:

A BEACON FOR THE WANDERER
A REFUGE FOR THE TROUBLED
A HOPE OF POSTERITY

Given that we intend not only to maintain this vision 0 and

expand upon it & we must be ready to extend our reach beyond

the church grounds. Our sesquicentennial celebration 9

celebration of 150 years of serving the Lord from this location disevidencet hat owe
been running for Jesus foralongtime dand wedr e n olbfad, wacendoldlye t .
declare 0

DONOT FEEL NO WAYS TI RED.
|l 6VE COME TOO FAR
FROM WHERE | STARTED FROM.
NOBODY TOLD ME THE ROAD WOULD BE EASY.
| DONOGT BELI EVE HE BROUGHT M
THIS FAR TO LEAVE ME.

Yes! We have been standing strong for Jesus in the battle for human souls 9 fighting
against enemies 90 seen and unseen 0 for these 150 years. Our common goals have always
been to reach souls and help them develop into solid disciples of our Lord and savior Jesus
the Christ. Today, our zeal is greater than ever, and we move into the next phase of our
ministry for God with a new sense of commitment. We recognize that & given the great
blessings we have experienced through our loving relationship with God & we now have
great responsibilities as a result.

Therefore, we will dedicate ourselves to becoming living and vibrant representatives of
Christian love wherever we go. We also will commit ourselves to becoming true and
authentic examples of the Christian life with the desired outcome that people observing us
will come running and desiring to have what we have & an all -abiding confidence borne of
our being sons and daughters of God.




Congratulations to Our Pastor on

Dr. George W. Farmer, Jr. has served Olive Branch Baptist Church
faithfully since April 1999. Prior to being called to this church, Dr.
Farmer served as assistant to the Pastor at Oak Shade Baptist
Church in Catlett, VA. Dr. Farmer completed his education at

Howard University where he earned three degrees i B.S. (Zoology);
M. Div,; and DMIN (both at the School of Divinity).

Dr. Farmer served as special consultant to the Dean of the Howard
School of Divinity from 1995 -2006. Since his arrival at Olive Branch,
the church has upgraded its facilities significantly and has increased
its efforts to help the less fortunate in the general community. Dr.
Farmer has been married to his wife Loretta for over 56 years and
have two adult children and four grandchildren







